Gaucher's disease in the black population of South Africa. A case report.
The diagnosis of the non-neuropathic form of Gaucher's disease was confirmed by haematological and enzymatic investigations in a Black girl. The aetiological relationship of this condition with Gaucher's disease in other populations is uncertain, but lack of expression of the enzyme defect in the white blood cells in our patient might be significant in this context. This case serves to emphasize that Gaucher's disease enters into the differential diagnosis of unexplained splenomegaly, irrespective of the ethnic background of the affected person.